
2011 Summer Event 2011 Summer Event   
The 21st World Children’s 

Baseball Fair 2011 in Taiwan -
"One Ball for Gloves, One Dream 

for the Globe” in Kaohsiung & 
Taipei, Chinese Taipei 

Hi all!  We were so busy 
last year around this 
time, we didn’t have a 
chance to produce our  
2011 newsletter, so this 
issue will cover both the 

2011 event in Kaohsiung, Taiwan, as well as the 2012 event in Mie, 
Japan.  As you may know, we held the WCBF 20th Anniversary 
Luncheon in Los Angeles in January, 2012, and it was so great to 
see many friends, honored guests and colleagues.  It was a 
wonderful celebration at the Riviera Country Club in Los Angeles.  
More about that inside the newsletter!  Looking forward to the 2013 
summer event which will be held in Fukui, Japan.   Fukui 
prefecture is located near the center of the Japan Sea Coast.   We are 
hopeful to host the 2014 WCBF somewhere on the East coast of the 
USA - possibly Boston MA, or Cary in North Carolina.  We’ll keep 
in touch for further developments on this.  If you are able to support 
us, will you please contact us?  Warmest wishes for a Healthy and 
Prosperous 2013!  - Akiko Agishi, WCBF Founding Director 
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2012 Summer Event 2012 Summer Event 
KIZUNA from KII PENINSULA: 
Spreading Courage, Hope & 
Smiles Throughout the World 
THE 22nd WCBF  2012 in MIE, 

NARA, WAKAYAMA Japan 

20th Anniversary 20th Anniversary 
Commemorative Commemorative 

Luncheon Luncheon   
Jan 21, 2012 at the Riviera 

Country Club in Los Angeles  

Akiko Agishi and MLB Commissioner Bud 
Selig with Hank Aaron and Sadaharu Oh 
who received MLB Leadership Awards  

USA Team with Mr. Oh, Choji Murata, and 
Yoshinobu Nisaka, Eikei Suzuki, and  Syogo 
Arai - Governors of Wakayama, Mie, and 

Nara Prefectures 

 Fukui is home to the oldest standing castle in Japan,
Maruoka Castle, built in 1576. 

 Many dinosaur fossils have been excavated in Fukui  
 Residents of Fukui Prefecture have a distinctive 

accent, Fukui-ben. 
 Fukui has long been a center for papermaking in 

Japan  
 Fukui is also renowned for its clean water and crops 

which results in delicious sake, rice, and famous 
soba noodles. 

Team USA with Mr. Choji Murata (WCBF 
Exec Dir), Mr. Sadaharu Oh (WCBF 

Founder & Chairman) , and Ms. Chen Chu, 
May, Kaohsiung City Government 

 

2013 WCBF site will be FUKUI, JAPAN!2013 WCBF site will be FUKUI, JAPAN!2013 WCBF site will be FUKUI, JAPAN!   
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www.wcbf.org 
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The World Children's Baseball 
Fair - WCBF, a non-profit 
organization, was established in 
1989 by World Home Run Kings 
Sadaharu Oh and Hank Aaron 
along with Dr. Akiko Agishi.  The 
WCBF was established in the 
interest of fostering an environment of 
world understanding and cultural 
exchange through the celebration of 
baseball, which became an Olympic 
Medal Sport for the first time in the 
1992 Barcelona Olympics. Recognizing 
that the sport of baseball promotes 
teamwork, good health, discipline and 
friendship, Mr. Oh and Mr. Aaron 
conceived the idea of the WCBF as a 
means of creating goodwill and 
fellowship among the children of the 
world.  The WCBF inaugural event was 
held in Los Angeles in 1990 at UCLA and 
Jackie Robinson Stadium.   Today, over 
4700 participants, 85 countries, from 6 
continents have attended this global event!   
      Summer of 2011, the 21st 
Anniversary event was held in 
Kaohsiung, Taiwan from July 27th to 
August 4th.   The boys and girls, all 10 
and 11 years old, came from 19 
countries & regions around the globe.  

During the week-long 
event, the children 
learned the correct, 
BASIC SKILLS of 
b a s e b a l l ,  w i t h 
emphasis on fun and 
participation. This was 
a time for the children 
to enjoy and share their 
love of baseball.  The 
clinics were run by 
coaches who are 

selected by the International 
Baseball Federation (IBAF).   
Regardless of their levels of 
experience, the kids learned a lot!   
After the morning  clinics, the 
children and chaperones participate 
in educational and recreational 
excursions and activities. 
    The children (with their 
chaperones) from all the countries 
were housed together in dorms and 
they had lots of fun getting to know 
one another.  Somehow they 
overcame any languages barriers 
very quickly.  When it time to say 
farewell, a few tears were shed, but the 
connections have been made and these 
kids will forever be changed by this 
wonderful experience. 
    Mr. Oh was there every day to help 
the children.  This year, 5 kids from the 
USA participated (Austin Snyder, 
Bennett Otten, Taylor Pannell, Gabriel 
Roy, and Ashley Hiser, and chaperone 
Chris Duty) and they were truly 
wonderful junior ambassadors. 

2011 IBAF Coaches 
Justine Siegal (Head 

Coach), USA 
Yoshihisa Uchikawa 

(Subhead Coach), Japan 
Angel Bonilla, USA 

Ila Borders, USA 
Darwin Barker, Canada 
Mike Valcke, Canada 
Lucio Taschin, Italy 

Daishin Nakamura, Japan 
Shih-Kuei, Taiwan 

With Akiko Agishi and 
Yuki Ota 

2011 WCBF Schedule 
7/25  NC group to  JFK 
7/26  USA group departs from JFK and LAX 
7/27  Participants arrive Kaohsiung 
7/28  Registration and Orientation  
         Distribution of Baseball Equipment 
         Welcome Reception  (Howard Plaza Hotel) 
7/29  Photo Session 
         Opening Ceremony (Chengcing Lake Baseball Field) 
             Exchange Game #1 (Chengcing Lake Baseball Field) 
         Baseball Clinic No.1 (Sanmin High School 
                 Baseball Field) & (Fongsan Softball Field) 
7/30  Baseball Clinic No.2 (Chengcing Lake Baseball Field 
              & Sanmin High School Baseball Field) 
         Exchange Game #2 (Youth Park Baseball Field) 
          Kaohsiung Cruise  (Zhen Ai Wharf, Cijin Fishing 
                Port, Seaside Park, etc.) 
7/31   Baseball Clinic No.3 (Chengcing Lake Baseball Field 
              & Sanmin High School Baseball Field) 
         Exchange Game #3 (Youth Park Baseball Field) 
           National Science Technology Museum 
8/1     Baseball Clinic No.4 (Chengcing Lake Baseball Field 
              & Sanmin High School Baseball Field) 
         Exchange Game #4 (Chengcing Lake Baseball Field) 
             Experience Meinong Art of local Kaohsiung 
8/2     Baseball Clinic No.5 (Chengcing Lake Baseball Field 
              & Sanmin High School Baseball Field) 
         Exchange Game #5 (Chengcing Lake Baseball Field) 
           Gallantry Show Museum in Gang Shan Ward 
         Good Will Party (Howard Plaza Hotel) 
         VIP Banquet (Howard Plaza Hotel) 
8/3     Baseball Clinic No.6 (Chengcing Lake Baseball Field 
              & Sanmin High School Baseball Field) 
           Closing Ceremony  (Chengcing Lake Baseball Field) 
         Exchange Games teams depart 
8/4    All Participants depart, USA kids arrive home 

2011 World Children’s Baseball Fair in Taiwan 

WCBF Participating Countries 2011 

Australia 
Canada 

Germany 
Great Britain 
Hong Kong  

Italy 

Japan 
Korea 

Mexico 
Netherlands 

New Zealand 
Nicaragua 

Philippines 
Puerto Rico 
South Africa 
Switzerland 

Taiwan 
Thailand 

USA 

WCBF gives a heartfelt 
THANKS to all our 

generous donors & supporters: 
Hank Aaron, Akiko Agishi, Covidien, Creative 

Enterprise International, Inc., Cheryl Hiser, Major 
League Baseball, Sadaharu Oh, Mark Otten, 
Michael & Laura Snyder, TIME Inc., WCBF 

Japan, Richard Yamauchi 

THANK YOU! 
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Austin Snyder, age 11, 
Cary NC 
The day that I heard that I 
had won the trip to Taiwan 
from my dad when I got 
home from school one day 
it was so unbelievable that 
I told him I didn’t believe 
him but it was true and as 
soon as I figured that out, I 
thought I was going to cry 
from happiness. Even 
though I was very excited 
that I won I was also very 
worried about going on 
this trip alone, without my 
parent’s guidance. On the 
week before the trip I was 
overcome by nervousness, 
but I knew that this would be a great and fun adventure for me.  
               Flying on the airplane from Raleigh to New York was 
short but not very fun because everything seemed to cost money 
on the airplane. The trip from New York to Los Angeles was 
longer but you got to watch free shows like Shawn the Sheep and 
more things were complementary instead of you having to buy 
everything. Flying from Los Angeles to Taipei, Taiwan is a whole 
different story. It was 13 and one-half hours of non-stop fun! We 
got to watch the newest, coolest, and funniest movies ever for 
free! There was a large selection of games, regular TV shows and 
the best part- you get to sleep! When we got to Taipei we had to 
take a 3 hour train ride to Kaohsiung. 
              By the time we got to Kaohsiung we were all ready to 
fall on a bed made of spikes if it meant sleep. All of us were 
assigned rooms for the week at the Cheng Ching Lake Hostel (our 
hotel/hostel). Our Chaperone, Mr. Duty was sleeping in the same 
room as one of the other kids who got picked from the US on the 
6th Floor. I and another kid from the US slept in the same room 
with a Roommate who we were told to call John. We were next 
door to Mr. Duty too. The girls who got picked were up on the 9th 
Floor with the Head Chaperone from Taiwan. The dorms where 
nice but the bathroom was a toilet, a sink, and a shower head. No 
tub or anything to keep the water from running all over the place 
inside the bathroom. Other than that, I liked the dorms and the 
hostel was nice. When it was time for Breakfast/Lunch/Dinner we 
would go down to the restaurant inside the hostel on the 1st Floor 
and eat new and interesting foods. One of the things that surprised 
me was that their food was very much like ours, they had shrimp, 
bread, soup, bananas and much, much more! 
              The first morning in Kaohsiung we ate breakfast and 
went to the basement of the Hostel to get our shiny new 
equipment, Mizuno (a sporting goods company) made for us. We 
also got new uniforms and WCBF T-Shirts all made by Descente 
(another sporting goods company). We then went out to the 
baseball stadium, right next to our hostel, wearing our Uniforms 
and prepared for the Opening Ceremony. During the Opening 
Ceremony we were 
professionally led out 
to the field by a lady 
from Taiwan who was 
holding a sign that 
sa id  USA.  We 
marched out to the 
middle of the field and 
sat down in a straight 
line waiting for 

something to happen. Other teams were on either 
side of us as we waited for everything to settle down and for 
someone to speak. By the time the Opening Ceremony finally 
started we were all sweating from the heat. The Mayor of 
Kaohsiung stood up to the microphone, said a few words, and sat 
down again. After that the President got up to the microphone and 
started speaking a long welcome speech, in Mandarin, so we 
couldn’t understand what he was saying but he welcomed two 
kids to step up and say a speech about how they feel about being 
here. One was US’s very own Gabriel Roy! The other kid made a 
speech and then when Gabe made his the microphone stopped 
working and nobody heard anything he said. We all asked him 
why didn’t say his speech when the ceremony ended and what he 
told us was how we figured out the microphone stopped working. 
              Baseball was every morning right after breakfast, the 
exceptions being, Opening Ceremony Day and Closing Ceremony 
Day. During the baseball clinics we learned to catch, throw, steal, 
and bat every day. There were four groups, each containing kids 
from all sorts of countries but countries stayed together to prevent 
more nervousness amongst the kids. There were also four stations 
to accommodate the four groups. We switched stations every 30 
minutes so all of us could learn everything about baseball that we 
could. On the last day that we were going to play baseball there, 
we had games at every station because we were having a 
tournament. One of the 12 year olds on my team hits like a major 
leaguer, he kept interrupting other games because he hit it so hard, 
far, and fast (he also threw balls at about 900 miles an hour. Our 
team ended up losing once and winning twice. Also, on the second 
to last day we got to slip n’ slide to learn how to slide to a base. 
              During the middle of the week we started going on 
Cultural Experiences. The first one was going to a farm where we 
learned how to make rice noodles out of rice, you put the rice into 
the grinder, and then grind the juice out, next you steam the juice 
and you have rice noodles (I don’t understand how that works but 
that’s what I was told). 
We then got to paint 
either a hat or a paper fan. 
I picked the hat so I could 
keep the scorching sun out 
of my eyes while I was 
there. When I finished 
painting it I got my head 
chaperone, Su-Shu to 
write my name in 
Mandarin on there so I 
could always remember 
my trip. Another one of my Cultural Experiences was riding on a 
boat ride around the harbor. I got to see so many cool things while 
looking out from the top of the boat. I also got to make some new 
friends. Also, we got to see a museum after lunch one day. We 
went on an exhibition there and everything in that exhibition was 
made out of paper. There were robots, upside-down houses, theme 
parks, and life size people!   .A further Cultural Experience was 
going to a farm yet again to learn how to make tea. Our bowl of 
ingredients for making the tea that they gave us was infested by 
ants so we had to ask for another bowl of ingredients. The tea was 
very sweet and wasn’t of my taste. We also got to try Mashed 
Dumpling after we drank our tea. That is the end of my Cultural 
Experiences that I had there. 
              Overall, I had a great, fun, and amazing trip in Taiwan. 
Here are some cool facts that I would like to share. 
              Ironically, while I was there I learned German (of all 
languages in all the countries, I learned German in TAIWAN). 
              I made friends with The Crazy Italians, The Germans, 
The Holland Team, The Switzerlands, The New Zealands, and the 
rest of the USA.      
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Bennett Otten, age 11, 
Raleigh, NC 
I think that going to the WCBF in 
Taiwan has really helped me 
progress with my baseball skills. 
There are many experiences that I 
had on and off the field that I will 
share with my friends and family. 
It was such a good experience to 
be able to travel internationally to 
play baseball.   
     The travel over to Taiwan was 

excellent, especially going over and coming back in a 747 
airplane. China Airlines provided decent meals, though they 
weren’t that great sometimes. The hostel looked somewhat better 
in the brochure than in real life, but it was good for sleeping, and 
the restaurant and location were very convenient. 
     Mostly because my mom encouraged it, I tried a lot of new 
food over there. To my surprise, my favorite new thing that I tried 
was cuttlefish, which they served in a pasta and in fried balls. 
However, I did not like the squid, because it had the texture of 
rubber bands. The most popular food was french fries, and it 
seemed that when they put a big platter out, they were gone in 30 
seconds. I didn’t expect that there would be so much pasta, which 
they served at every meal that we ate at the restaurant-- even for 
breakfast! After a while, I got a little tired of it. 
     The coaches were very nice, and it was helpful that most of 
them spoke English. They all seemed to have a very good 
understanding of baseball. Because they knew not everyone there 
was the same skill level, they adjusted well to each kid.  I learned 
many things in the clinics, like how to pitch better, how to block 
a ball in the dirt well, and good hitting habits.  I think all of these 
things are useful, and I will make sure to share them with my 

friends and teammates. 
     All of the activities we did off the field 
were also fun. Some of the places we 
visited, such as the farm, showed us 
traditional Taiwanese culture. The Science 
and Technology Museum, which was one 
of the highlights of my week, had really 
good interactive exhibits. The Opening 
and Closing parties were also very fun, 
and it was neat to see people from the 
other countries and the singing and 

dancing they did. I would have to say that the only thing that I 
was disappointed in was the lack of interaction with kids from 
other countries, which I had really been looking forward to. It 
would be nice if there could be a meeting space and time set 
aside so that kids who wanted to meet other kids could go there 
when we would otherwise be sitting in our rooms waiting for 
dinner or during other down time. 
              All the people from the United States were very proud to 
represent their country. It was very interesting to see how people 
from other countries reacted to us and were curious about us. I 
really appreciated the opportunity to participate in the WCBF and 
I know that my memories of these experiences will stay with me 
for a long time. 
Gabriel Roy, age 11, Newark DE 
At first, when my mother left me at the 
airport, I was nervous. This trip to 
Taiwan would be the farthest I had ever 
been from home. How could I not be a 
bit intimidated about going halfway 
around the world? However, I put aside 
my fears. Right from the beginning I 

knew I was surrounded by 
great people, friendly 
teammates and a great 
chaperone. When the 
plane landed in Taipei I 
felt a rush of excitement. I 
was finally in beautiful 
Taiwan to play baseball 
and make new friends 
from all over the world. 
               When I arrived at the hostel I took in my surroundings. 
Kaohsiung’s scenery was completely new to me. The gray 
buildings came alive in the night with their glowing neon signs, 
with many sparks of gorgeous temples highlighting the modern 
landscape.  
               I cannot describe how fun and instructive the baseball 
training was. The coaches would start out by demonstrating the 
skill we were going to learn, then they would explain the exercise 
we would be doing. Everyone worked hard on the exercise, 
whether it was stealing, sliding, catching, batting, or throwing. 
Along with the coaches, other kids were extremely kind and 
helpful. They would work with you until you got it right. 
               The best experience at WCBF was meeting new kids 
from around the world. All the kids had different cultures and 
spoke different languages, but that wasn’t a problem because 
everyone got along. Despite the language barrier, there was 
always a way to communicate, even if it meant using your hands 
and feet. This is what I loved about WCBF.  Now that I am back 
in the States I want to go back to Taiwan, and I plan to stay in 
touch with all the great friends I made. Shi-shi and arigato, 
WCBF, for the best experience I ever had! 
Ashley Hiser, age 11, Cary NC 
I had a great time at the WCBF 2011. I 
learned a lot of new baseball skills and 
I really improved.  I learned how to 
bunt, slide, and steal. My favorite thing 
that I learned was how to bunt.  
It was very hot in Taiwan.  The dorms 
were really nice. Our host staff, Su Shu, 
was really sweet. She was great. The 
kids from the Netherlands were really nice. I’d like to keep in 
touch with them. I’d also like to stay in touch with the other kids 
from the USA. 
Overall, the food was good, even though it was a little different. 
They had pasta with fish and other stuff in it, bread, and soda at 
every meal. We were also allowed to have ice cream at breakfast. 
They had lots of other kinds of food there too. They had this fruit 
that was purple and it was yellow and green on the inside. It was 
really cool.  
My favorite place that we visited while in Taiwan was the Art 
Museum. The exhibit where everything was made of paper was 
really cool. They even had clothes made of paper. The Science 
and Technology Museum was really fun too. They had a section 
about diseases and illnesses and they had a lot of really cool 

games.  
The WCBF was so 
much fun. It was a 
once in a lifetime 
experience that I will 
never forget. 
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Taylor Pannell, age 11, 
San Gabriel, CA 
Each year, the World 
Children’s Baseball Fair 
gives the opportunity for 
teams of five children and 
a  chaperone  from 
countries around the 
world to learn and play 
baseball together. The 
Fair, which was started by 
two famous baseball 
players, Sadahara Oh and 
Hank Aaron, is hosted in 

different countries each year, usually in Japan. However, this 
year the baseball fair was hosted in Taiwan and nineteen 
countries participated. The real and most important reason why 
the Fair is held is so that kids can use baseball as an international 
language to create important and long-lasting friendships.   

On Tuesday, July 26, a team of five American kids and 
their chaperone set out on a 14-hour flight to Tae-pei, Taiwan, to 
attend the World Children’s Baseball Fair. As one of the kids on 
that airplane, I can honestly tell you that I thought that flight 
would never end. When the plane 
finally touched down, I was probably 
the happiest kid at the airport… until I 
found out that we had to spend another 
five hours on a bus. However, the 
good thing about  having to spend that 
much time together was that the whole 
team- the two girls (Ashley and me), 
the fantastic chaperone (Chris), and 
the three boys ( Bennett, Austin, and 
Gabe)- got to spend a few hours 
getting to know each other. So, for the 
first few hours on that bus, we talked until our tongues went 
numb or we fell asleep. 

When we finally arrived at the Chen-Ching Lake hostel 
in Kaosiung, the team groggily got into the elevator and rode it to 
our separate floors-floor six for the boys and floor nine for the 
girls. After finding our dorm room, our fantastic Taiwanese host, 
Su-Shu (sounds like Sue-Sue), helped Ashley and me unpack our 
bags and make us feel at home. Each team at the fair gets a native 
host, and we got one of the kindest people I’ve ever met. Since 
Chris lived with the boys in their dorm, Su-Shu stayed with the 
girls. She was the one who gently woke us up in the morning, 
told us exactly which uniform to wear, or gave us little candies 
while we chatted and joked around in the dorm. She was so kind 
and fun to be around, so it wasn’t long before the whole team 
loved her.  

Somehow, Su-Shu managed to get all of us into the 
elevator and to the eating area for each meal. I remember our first 
breakfast in Taiwan; we found our table as we waved to the other 
teams and went to see what there was to eat. I think we were all 
very surprised when we looked at the buffet and saw tiramisu, ice 
cream, various greens, potato chips, and seafood pasta sitting in 
gleaming food trays on the table. None of us had ever eaten ice 
cream or potato chips for breakfast, so we all gave it a try. That 
was definitely the most bizarre breakfast I ever had, but it was 
tasty. Over the next few days, I eventually grew tired of the food 
they served and longed for a cheeseburger, but they did have a lot 
of options, so I mostly stuck to eating a biscuit with fruit and 
salad. The food was decent, and got us through a day of baseball, 
which was really all that mattered.  

After breakfast, our team would always join up in the 
lobby before walking to the baseball stadium. When we got 

there, Su-Shu would inform us about what we would be doing 
that day as we put on our cleats. Then we would walk into the 
stadium and join our usual group, which included the Dutch 
team, a Japanese team, and some of the Taiwanese teams. 
Then, before we started our clinics, we sang the WCBF anthem 
with the whole camp; “It’s a great day for baseball! The sun is 
shining, the birds are singing, and the bats are jumping in the 
racks! Let’s go get ‘em!” We sang this every day, even if it was 
cloudy and there wasn’t a sound on the field except our voices. 
I enjoyed the cheer, because it made me determined to do my 
best and get through that intensely hot morning.  

Then, our group would run over to a designated corner 
of the stadium, and receive instructions from the clinic coach. 
Sometimes the coaches spoke another language, and Su-Shu 
translated for us. Even if the coach spoke English, there was 
some one translating for the Taiwanese or Chinese kids, so you 
had to be listening, or else you would miss the instructions. The 
first thing we did was always stretching, and the group would 
copy the clinic coach, whether we were jogging in a circle or 
standing on one leg. After a few more instructions, we would 
start the lesson. One clinic could teach us how to catch a 
baseball correctly, while another taught us the proper way to 
pitch. I remember that on the first clinic day, we stayed in our 

section, but for the rest of the week, we 
would rotate clinics after the skill had 
been learned. On the last rotation, we 
would always play a game of baseball. 
The coaches were really supportive and 
made me feel secure and positive, which I 
found really helped me play.  Some kids 
were great at hitting or catching, while 
others didn’t do as well. However, 
nobody cared as long as you did your 
best, and at the end, we all shook hands or 
joked about our blunders. I really enjoyed 

playing baseball with the other teams and the clinic coaches. 
Some of my favorite experiences were the times when 

we went on field trips. One of my favorite field trips was when 
we went out in the country to a traditional Taiwanese 
restaurant. When we arrived at the restaurant, which was made 
of bamboo, little bowls of paint were set out, and we painted 
fans and traditional farmer hats.  Then we would show our 
friends our creations and compliment each other. After we 
settled down, we went to another room and used ancient stone 
grinders to smash rice grains until it produced a thin liquid. 
Since the grinders were man powered, we got to grind the rice. 
It was really fun, but hard work! After an eternity of rice-
grinding, we made a special tea of nuts, seeds, and grains. It 
gave a person the feeling of a mad scientist.  We also got to 
make dumplings by using giant stone bowls and pestals to 
make the paste for dumplings.  At the end of the day, we got to 
feast on dumplings and sweet tea that we had made - yum!  
          On the 4th of August, the U.S. team stood in the hostel’s 
lobby, saying goodbye to our new friends and promising to 
keep in touch. It was a bittersweet ending to our baseball 
adventure, as we walked to the bus with our friends, giving out 
last minute hugs and exchanging extra business cards. I will 
never forget sitting in that bus and waving goodbye to our dear 
friend Su-Shu.  I watched her wave back at us, along with our 
Dutch friends, and she was clutching the Hello Kitty doll the 
US Team had all signed and given to her as a final present. It 
will be a scene I will never forget, a hopeful moment, a 
possibility that I will see them again someday.  I am sure that 
all 19 International Teams would like to join me in thanking 
the WCBF for the adventure of a lifetime.  Thank you, WCBF, 
from the bottom of my heart, thank you.  

2012- 2013 Issue  Volume XV, No. 1 “It’s a great day for baseball. The sun is shining. The birds are singing. And the bats are jumping in the racks. Let’s go get ‘em!” 

- 5 - 



Chris Duty, chaperone, Clayton, NC—What a great experience 
it was to attend the 2011 World Children’s Baseball Fair in 
Taiwan.  I am very thankful to WCBF North America for 
choosing me to chaperone the kids from the United States.  I had 
the privilege to get to know each of the kids throughout the trip 
and could not have asked for a better group to chaperone.  Even 
though the kids as a group were new to the game of baseball, 
they participated very hard and learned a lot about this great 
game.  Not only did their baseball skills improve, but they also 
gained valuable skills that they can use for the rest of their lives.  
The kids made many new friends from all over the world, which 
they continue to stay in touch with to this day.  The WCBF 
provided us many opportunities to experience local Taiwan 
cultural activities, which the kids and I greatly enjoyed.  My 
favorite cultural activity was visiting a local establishment, which 
we made noodles and local tea. We had a great host from 
Taiwan, Su Shu, she really took the time to get to know the kids 
and went out of her way each day to make sure we were taken 
care of.  We had so many great memories with Su Shu.  She was 
really funny and sweet and I hope to see her again in the future.   
Other memories I will never forget include, rooming with Gabe, 
watching Austin eat interesting things each night for dinner (too 
many to list); listening to Taylor make her chipmunk laugh; 
seeing Ashley hit a home run on day 1; waiting to see how many 
ice creams Bennett would eat each morning for breakfast; talking 
to Su Shu about her family and life in Taiwan.  Again, I am so 
thankful and truly blessed to have this opportunity.  I think that the 
WCBF is fantastic and hope they will continue to offer this 
opportunity to kids from all over the world for many years to come.   
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On January 21, 2012, the World Children's Baseball Fair 
(WCBF) was thrilled to hold the 20th Anniversary 
Commemorative Award Luncheon at the Riviera Country 
Club in Los Angeles.  It was such a special event and it 
was so exciting to reunite our WCBF founders, Mr. 

Sadaharu Oh and Hank Aaron along with Baseball Commissioner Bud Selig, 
baseball greats Lou Brock, Frank Robinson, Peter O’Malley, Oakland A's owner Lew 
Wolff,  Paul Seiler of USA Baseball on behalf of IBAF, Consul General of Japan Los 
Angeles Junichi Niimi, IBAF coaches, Alice "Lefty" Hohlmayer of the All American 
Girls Baseball League, WCBF participants, and many treasured friends.  It was really 
a dream come true after over 20 years efforts.  We are very grateful for the amazing 
help of all our supporters, volunteers, and wonderful sponsors.   

2012 WCBF 20th Anniversary 

The World Children's Baseball Fair  
was established in 1989 by World Home Run 
Kings Sadaharu Oh and Hank Aaron along 
with Dr. Akiko Agishi.  The WCBF was 
established in the interest of fostering an 
environment of world understanding and 
cultural exchange through the celebration of 
baseball, which became an Olympic Medal 
Sport for the first time in the 1992 Barcelona 
Olympics. Recognizing that the sport of 
baseball promotes teamwork, good health, 
discipline and friendship, Mr. Oh and Mr. 
Aaron conceived the idea of the WCBF as a 
means of creating goodwill and fellowship 
among the children of the world.  The WCBF 
inaugural event was held in Los Angeles in 1990 at 
UCLA and Jackie Robinson Stadium.   Today, over 
4700 participants, 85 countries, from 6 continents 
have attended this global event!   
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The World Children's Baseball Fair - WCBF, 
a non-profit organization, was established in 
1989 by World Home Run Kings Sadaharu 
Oh and Hank Aaron along with Dr. Akiko 
Agishi.  Recognizing that the sport of baseball 
promotes teamwork, good health, discipline 
and friendship, Mr. Oh and Mr. Aaron 
conceived the idea of the WCBF as a means 
of creating goodwill and fellowship among 
the children of the world.  The WCBF 
inaugural event was held in Los Angeles in 
1990.   With each succeeding annual event, 
the goals of the WCBF are making an impact 
in promoting baseball and understanding 
around the world.  This year, Fiji and Cote 
d’Ivoire joined the fair for the first time.  
Today, over 4800 participants, 89 countries/
regions, from 6 continents have attended this 
global event!  The Fair has been warmly 

supported by everyone involved, including a 
small army of volunteers, and has been an 
unforgettable and life-changing experience for 
the children.  Past participants include 
Olympic athletes and some have gone on to 
take leadership roles in high school baseball. 
No matter where their future leads them, the 
participants are forever changed by their 
amazing experiences at WCBF. 
      Summer of 2012, the 22nd annual event 
was held in Mie, Nara, and Wakayama, Japan 
from July 22th to July 30th.  The theme was 
“Kizuna from Kii Peninsula:  Spreading 
Courage, Hope, & Smiles Throughout the 
World.”  This area sustained tremendous 
damage last fall when it was hit by typhoon 
Talas. WCBF held the event here with the 
hope that the love and passion for baseball by 
the participating children  from around the 
world would cheer up and give 
encouragement to the people of the area.   
     The boys and girls, all 10 and 11 years old, 
came from 13 countries & regions around the 
globe, with an additional 2 countries sending 

teams for the International Exchange Games.  
During the nine day event, the children 
learned the correct, BASIC SKILLS of 
baseball, with emphasis on fun and 
participation. This was a time for the children 
to enjoy and share their love of baseball.  The 
clinics were run by coaches who are selected 
by the International Baseball Federation 
(IBAF).   Regardless of their levels of 
experience, the kids learned a lot!   After the 
morning  clinics, the children and chaperones 
participate in educational and recreational 
excursions and activities. 
    The 125 children (with their chaperones) 
from all the countries were housed together 
and cultural and language barriers fade 
quickly.  Sharing new experienced and  many 
fun activities together, the kids, chaperones, 
local hosts, assistant coaches and everyone 
involved with the event form tight bonds in 
this short time.  There might have been a few 
tears shed when the time came to return to 
their homes and families far away.  But the 
connections have been made.  The  kids will 
come to treasure these memories. 
    We’re so happy Mr. Oh was there to help 
and encourage the children. He’s so great 
with the kids! This year, 5 children from the 
USA participated (Michaela Maxson, Andrew 
Terminiello, Douglas Bell, Waka Odagiri, 
Richard Pepe, and chaperone Chris Duty) and 
they were great junior ambassadors. 

2012 IBAF Coaches 
Angel Bonilla (Head Coach), USA 

Peter Caliendo (Subhead Coach), USA 
Edgar Perez, USA 

George Santiano, USA 
Robin Wallace, USA 

Darwin Barker, Canada 
Lucio Taschin, Italy  

Yoshihisa Uchikawa, Japan 
Daishin Nakamura, Japan 

With Sadaharu Oh, Akiko Agishi, 
Fumiko Kusumi, and Yoshiko Shirotori 

2012 WCBF Schedule 
7/20  NC group to  JFK 
7/21  USA group departs from JFK and LAX 
7/22  Participants arrive Kaohsiung 
7/23  Registration and Orientation  
         Distribution of Baseball Equipment 
         Welcome Reception  (Midoriya) 
7/24  Photo Session 
         Opening Ceremony (Kumano Stadium) 
             Exchange Game #1 (Kumano Stadium) 
         Baseball Clinic No.1 (Kenko Undo Hiroba  
                Softball Field, Multi Purpose Sports Field) 
7/25  Baseball Clinic No.2 (Kumano Stadium, Kenko 
                Undo Hiroba Softball Field) 
           Water Games (Atashika Sea Side, Kumano City) 
           Opening Ceremony (Shimokitayama Sports Park) 
         Exchange Game #2 (Shimokitayama Sports Park) 
7/26   Baseball Clinic No.3 (Kumano Stm, Kenko UHSF) 
           Sport Event (Onodani Elem Schl Gym, Kiho Town) 
         Exchange Game #3 (Shimokitayama Sports Park) 
           Bare Handed Fishing (Ikegou River,          
                Shimokitayama Village) 
7/27   Baseball Clinic No.4 (Kumano Stm, Kenko UHSF) 
         Ground Golf (Teradani Park Ground, Mihama Town) 
         Opening Ceremony (Kuroshio Stadium) 
         Exchange Game #4 (Kuroshio Stadium) 
           Dolphin Show (Whale Museum, Shingu City) 
7/28   Baseball Clinic No.5 (Kumano Stm, Kenko UHSF) 
         Japanese Traditional Summer Festival (Kumano 
Youth Outdoor Learning Center, Kumano City) 
         Exchange Game #5 (Kuroshio Stadium) 
           Sport Event (Kuroshio Stadium, Shingu City) 
         Good Will Party (Kumano City Cultural  Center) 
         VIP Banquet (Kumano Club) 
7/29   Baseball Clinic No.6 (Kenko Undo Hiroba  
                Softball Field, Multi Purpose Sports Field) 
           Exchange Game #6 (Kumano Stadium) 
           Tree Planting Ceremony (Yamazaki Sports Athl Park) 
           Closing Ceremony  (Kumano Stadium) 
7/30  All Participants depart, USA kids arrive home 

2012 WCBF 22nd Summer Event - in Mie, Nara, Wakayama Japan 
KIZUNA from KII PENINSULA:  

Spreading Courage, Hope & Smiles Throughout the World  

WCBF Participating Countries 2012 

Canada 
Cote d’Ivoire 
Czech Republic 

Fiji 
France 
India 

Japan 
Malaysia 

New Zealand 
Spain 

Chinese Taipei 
USA 

Venezuela 

 
Exchange 

Games 
teams from 
China and 

Korea 
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WCBF gives a heartfelt 
THANKS to all our 
generous donors & supporters: 
Hank Aaron, Akiko Agishi, Douglas Bell, Creative 
Enterprise International, Inc., IBAF, Major League 
Baseball, Kelly Maxson, Dan Odagiri, Sadaharu 

Oh, Rich & Christine Pepe, Karen & Joseph 
Terminiello, WCBF Japan, Richard Yamauchi 

THANK YOU! 



Michaela Maxson, age 10,  
I went to bed the night before I 
left about 10pm. I had to be up 
at 4:00 in the morning, because 
we had to be at the airport at 
5:15am.  My flight to New 
York City left at 7am, but we 
had to be there early enough to 
go through security.  I was 
tired and hungry and excited 
about flying.  I got some food 
at the airport (a bagel, which 
wasn't good, and orange juice, 

which was good), and we sat around and talked and waited to board 
the plane. 
     Finally we got on the plane about 6:45am.  I sat in the very back of 
the plane, next to Rick.  When we pulled away from the gate, we all 
waved at our parents that were at the window.  The plane went to the 
end of the runway and then it went really fast and all of a sudden we 
were in the air.  It felt like we weren't even moving when we were 
flying.  The very nice lady (stewardess) gave us snacks once we were 
up in the air for a while.  I ate peanuts and pretzels, and had a Sprite 
to drink.  Once we got close to New York City you could see the rain 
a little, and I opened the shade as we were landing at JFK.  I had to 
cover my ears when we landed, because my ears were popping, 
     Once we got off the first plane, we walked to another building to 
get to the next plane.  They were doing construction outside the 
airport, and we had to walk around the construction to get to the next 
building.  Once we found the gate, we all got something to eat. We 
waited for a while, but finally got on the plane. It was huge, there 
were three seats on one side, three seats on the other side, and three 
seats in the middle. We sat in the back and I sat next to Andrew.  The 
seats were cool, they had TVs in them, and we could play games, 
watch movies, listen to music, see where we were.  The flight to 
Tokyo took forever.  We were on the plane for 14 hours.  I didn't get 
up once, but Rick and Andrew switched seats. 
     When we finally landed in Tokyo, we had to go through customs. 
Which was really weird. We had to take all of our electronics out and 
put them in a bin. They stamped our passports. It took forever in 
customs. We then had to take a bus to catch our last flight.  We 
almost missed the bus, and then we got on the plane with only 4 min 
to spare.  The last flight was really short, we flew from Tokyo to 
Nagoya.  I was really tired, so I slept the whole way.  Once we landed 
we met up with the other US participant.  Since it was going to take 5 
hours by bus, to get to Kumano City, they put us up in a hotel for the 
night.  I was so tired I went to bed once we got there. 
     The next morning we got on the bus for Kumano City.  When we 
arrived I was so surprised, all of the other kids who had already 
arrived were waiting for us. They cheered when we got off the bus, it 
was a bit overwhelming, but kind of neat.  We got checked in and 
then got all of our baseball equipment.  I couldn’t believe how much 
stuff we got. It was almost like Christmas.  After we got our 
equipment, we got to meet Sadaharu Oh.  It was a little different, 
because we had to have the host staff translate what he was saying, 
but it was still cool to see him in person. 
     When we got settled in, I was in a dorm room with the other 
American girl (Waka) and some of the Japanese girls and with the 
Malaysian girls.  Mary was the host staff in the room and I liked her a 
lot.  When it was time to eat, I was scared to try the new food, so I 
stuck with what I knew.  I did learn how to eat with chopsticks and 
now I am really good at it. 
     The next few days were a lot of clinics.  I really enjoyed them.  All 

of the coaches were so nice and helpful. My favorite 
clinic was pitching because my favorite coach was Robin.  I really 
liked seeing a girl coach and pitch.  In my group there was the 
Venezuelan team and one of the Japanese teams.  It was really neat to 
play with them.  I had a great time hanging out with them.  They were 
very good players and I learned a lot from watching them as well. 
     We also went on a lot of trips.  My favorite was when we went to 
play ground golf.  That was very different from American golf, but I 
learned to play it and I had fun.  I also liked when we had the festival 
and the drummers were there.  I was able to play one of the drums 
and that was really cool. 
     When we spent time at the dorms at night, I got to meet a lot of 
other kids from different countries.  I spent time with Sophie from 
New Zealand and a boy from Spain.  I invented a game called “knock 
down the cans”, and I taught a lot of the kids how to play.  We spent a 
lot of time in front and side of the building playing.  Even Mary 
learned how to play. 
     I had the best time ever and I am so glad that WCBF gave me the 
opportunity to go.  It was an awesome 10 days, and I learned so 
much.  I used to be very shy, 
but now I am not afraid to 
speak up, especially when I 
don’t know someone.  I am 
very glad that I went and wish 
that I could go back. I was sad 
when I had to leave, especially 
Mary. 
     Thank you so much again! 

Andrew Terminiello, age 10, 
Edited for space.  Go to http://
andrewterminiello.com/  to read 
Andrews full essay. 
     For those of you who have not read 
my blog “World Children’s Baseball 
Fair”, I got picked to go to Japan to 
represent the USA with 4 other kids.  
Before the trip we all got together one 
night to meet each other.  The 
newscast NBC17 wanted to do a story 
on our Japan trip, so we all got 

interviewed and we were on the news! 
     I had to wake up at 4:00 in the morning to get ready to go to the 
airport. I couldn’t say goodbye to my dog enough times because she 
is so cute. We all met at the airport at 5:15,and by we I mean Me, 
Doug, Rick, Micki, Chris (Chris is the chaperone),and all of our 
parents. When it was time to board the plane I hugged and kissed my 
mom and dad goodbye and I boarded the plane. 
      This plane was flying to New York and the flight was only 1 hour 
and 15 minutes long. I was sitting next to Doug on this flight. When 
the plane started backing out of the gate, all of the parents were 
waving bye from inside the airport. Doug has never been on a plane 
before, so when we were going down the runway really fast he got all 
excited.  When we got to JFK we went to our gate and we waited for 
5 hours until our flight to Tokyo, Japan. For the 5 hours we just talked 
and played. We got on the plane and it was huge; there were 9 seats 
across 1 row! There were also personal TVs with movies, games, 
music, and a lot of other cool stuff. This flight was 14 hours long and  
I was sitting next to Micki for this flight. I played her in battleship and 
she is so good that she beat me both times I played her. Later, the 
plane landed in Tokyo, Japan. We had to rush to get on our next flight 
because we had to go through customs and get our passports stamped. 
We made it with 4 minutes left. This was only a 45 minute flight to 
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Nagoya and I fell asleep for the whole thing. 
      We arrived in Nagoya and we met Waka (the 5th person 
representing the U.S.A.). Then we walked over to a hotel to spend 
the night at.   [The next day] when we finally got to the dorm 
everybody was waiting in the parking lot for us. When we got off the 
bus everybody was clapping. We went inside and found out that 
each country has a host staff, and our host staff’s name is Mariko. 
She speaks Japanese and English, and she is from Hawaii. 
     [Later] we got all of our equipment. They gave us a helmet, a bat, 
a glove, cleats, baseball socks, baseball stockings, a swim cap, a 
water shirt, 4 WCBF T-shirts, 4 WCBF shorts, a WCBF jersey, a 
pair of baseball pants, and a baseball bag! After that we had free 
time so we played a baseball game outside. At 6:30 we went inside 
to eat dinner. After dinner we went to take a shower. The set up was 
kind of weird.  You walked into a changing room and took your 
clothes off there. Then you take a shower and there were no blinds. 
After the shower you went in the bath and then you wash yourself 
off. After [the showers] we all hung out in  [our] room and we talked 
until 10:00. The dorm room had bunk beds and our roomates were 
from Japan and China. It was really cool to meet people from all 
over the world.  
     When we woke up it was 6:00 in the morning.  We went to 
breakfast. They have really good milk and really good cereal. We 
had another free day, so we played baseball and talked to each other.  
     Around 5:00 we got on a bus to go to the welcoming party. We 
got there and we got a 
drink then we just talked.  
Soon Sadaharu Oh gave a 
speech and then we ate a 
lot of food. After that all 
the countries went up and 
said thank you and that 
they are excited about the 
trip to the WCBF.   [The 
next day] we got up at 6:00 
and we ate breakfast then we had to get in our uniforms for the 
opening ceremony. When we got to the stadium we walked in and 
we listened to a lot of speeches.  Then we got ready for the parade. 
Rick got to hold the flag. We paraded around the stadium and then 
we listened to some more speeches. After that we went to the bus 
and we ate lunch. Then we went to go play on a playground. It was 
awesome, the playground had a mini zip line.  After an hour we went 
in the field beside the stadium to do our baseball clinic. 
    So I don’t really remember exactly what we did for every day of 
the clinics so I will tell you about all the clinics. The first day we 
didn’t rotate to stations and we stayed at one spot. We started with 
stretching and then we threw to each other to get warmed up. The 
balls that we used at the clinics were not real baseballs so I didn’t 
catch them very well.  Then we did throwing skills and when we 
were done we  played kickball. Then every day after that we did 
clinics in the morning. I learned about catcher, pitcher, fly balls, 
hitting, base running, fielding, sliding, and pickles. Pickles are when 
a runner is running to a base and the person at the base he is running 
to gets the ball. My favorite station is sliding. You slide down a tarp 
covered in water onto a base, and then they spray you with water. 
The coaches were nice and funny and they taught us a lot about 
baseball. On the last day we had a tournament and we won 2 out of 
the 3 games. 
    [At the end of the fair], we were all really sad that we had to go 
because we had such a good time. I slept for most of the bus ride and 
when we got to the airport it was around 6:00 and we had to say 
good-bye to Waka. The flight to Tokyo was really short. When we 

got to the airport at Tokyo we met up with my 
favorite coach, Mike. He is my favorite because he always hung out 
with our group and he always encouraged me when I was up at bat.  
On the flight to New-York I sat next to Doug for the whole time and 

it seemed a lot shorter than the flight there. 
When we got to New-York I said bye to Mike 
because he was going to Boston. Our flight got 
delayed and we were expecting a 5 hour wait, 
but then our flight changed again and we 
boarded as soon as we were done with our 
food. I fell asleep on most of this flight and 
when we landed I was never more happier to 
see my mom and dad. But I was also kind of 
sad because one of the best trips of my life 
ended.  I would like to say a big thank you to 
the WCBF and the Town of Cary for letting 
me go on this wonderful trip. 
The End   (Go to http://andrewterminiello.
com/  to read 

Andrews full essay. 
 
 Douglas Bell, age 11,  
Aside from God, and my mother and 
father who brought me into this 
world, all of my hosts in Japan who 
put on the 2012 World Children’s 
Baseball Fair did something more 
special for me than anything else in 
my life. At the top of that list are 
Chris Duty,  Sadaharu Oh, Hank 
Aaron, Angel Bonilla, Mary, the 
hundreds of Japanese volunteers and 
my new buddies from all over the world.  Thank you! 
     This event was about so much more than baseball. It was about 
bringing kids together from all over the world to teach them baseball, 
Japanese culture and togetherness. I will probably have to wait until I 
become a father to top this experience. The ten days came and went 
so fast, and when I got back home I had already missed my first 
week of school. The entire school and all of my teachers wanted to 
know all about my trip. I couldn’t get any school work done when I 
got back. Oh, what a shame! 
I love baseball more than anything in the world, and the training we 
got was amazing. But the most fun I had was when the five of us 
Americans climbed up onto a top bunk with boys from Venezuela, 
Fiji, China and Japan. We were laughing and having a good time. I 
thought the bunk was going to come crashing down. I don’t think 
our Japanese hosts would have been too happy with that, so we all 
came down. 
   I am now playing in the Fall AA baseball league in Cary, North 
Carolina and I am using many of the things I learned in Japan. For 
example, I now know how to keep my body perfectly angled when 
taking a cut-off throw. My coach was very impressed. 
My dad tells me the WCBF of 2013 is probably going to here in 
Cary, my hometown. If that is true, my dad and I will volunteer and 
help out any way we can. In fact my dad, who is a great coach, is 
already trying to become a permanent volunteer coach for future 
WCBF events. 
I would like to thank the people of Japan who love the game of 
baseball as much as we do in America. Without you, the partnership 
between Sadaharu Oh and Hank Aaron that created this event would 
not have happened close to 40 years ago – and I would not have had 
this amazing experience. 
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Waka Odagiri, age 10, Los 
Angeles CA  
There were so many things I had 
learned from W.C.B.F. 2012. 
The best things I was pleasant is to 
have been able to make friends with 
the children who came from many 
countries.  We played baseball 
together and also played a lot of 
things with all.  We played golf, 
went to Festival, and beach……….
Everybody played a lot together, so 
that everybody had also forgotten 
heat. 
     My roommates were two girls 
from Malaysia, three girls from 
Japan and two girls from USA 

include me.  All together, we taught the language of each country. It 
was very good communication as each other. I discovered so many 
differences between each culture. It was so interesting for me. 
     I enjoyed all baseball clinic. Every coach were so kind and teach 
me with care. They encouraged to me a lot when I was gotten strike 
out! They taught me how to throw the ball so that my throwing was 
getting better day by day, the distance was getting longer.  Especially 
I was pleased with was THE SLIDING with get soaked!! It was so 
much fun for me.  Chris taught me how to hit and throw the ball….a 
lot of things with carefully and kind. I want to say Thank you to 
Chris!  Every host staff were so kind, specially Mari helped me a lot! 
Also I want to say Thank you to Mari!!! 
     Every meals were so delicious and we enjoyed many countries 
cuisine.  I taught to USA teammates how to use chopstick. It was 
good memory for me.  I saw some Japanese friend who was in 
WCBF after baseball clinic. I would like to keep touch in with all in 
WCBF 2012.  I enjoyed everything in WCBF. I really want to say 
Thank you to everybody who were concerned with WCBF.   
 

Richard Pepe, age 10 
This past July, I went to play baseball in 
Japan.  This was the first time in my life 
that I had ever been out of the United 
States.  I had to get a passport for the 
very first time.  I went with my dad to 
get my passport made.  It took a long 
time.  Once the passports were finally 
ready, I was so excited to see it and 
know that I would soon be on a plane to 
another country! 
     I was one of five kids from the U.S. 
that were chosen to go to Japan to play 
baseball.  There were three boys and two 
girls that went in my group.  I had to wake up at 4:30 AM and be at 
RDU airport by 5:00 AM.  Our flight left at 6:00 AM and we arrived 
in NYC for a connecting flight to Tokyo, Japan.  The flight from 
NYC to Tokyo took fourteen hours!  I was so tired when we got to 
Japan.  Luckily, there were televisions on the plane so we got to 
watch movies and play video games to pass the time.   
     Once we were in Tokyo, we took a five-hour bus ride to the 
mountains in Japan where we would be playing baseball.  The 
mountains were covered in trees and weeds, and full of old stairs and 
sculptures.  I had never seen anything like it before!  When we got to 
the baseball fields, they looked a little different from what I was used 
to.  The dirt on the fields was really dark brown and some of the 
fields were all grass, with only a little dirt around the bases.  Even 
though the fields looked different, the baseball games were played 
the same as I have always played. 
     The five kids from the United States (my group) joined kids from 

Venezuela to make a team, and kids from Canada 
joined kids from Japan to make another team.  These two teams 
played against each other for three games.  My team won two out of 
the three games.  I was so proud of my team and of my country!  I 
was surprised that everyone got along so well.  It felt really good to 
be on a nice team of kids. 
     We all had a blast playing in a new place.  We had fun meeting 
new people.  I even got to meet famous Japanese baseball player, 
Sadaharu Oh, and get his autograph!  He holds the title for the most 
homeruns in Japan!  My favorite part of the games was when I got a 
trophy from Sadaharu!   
     I would like to thank my teammates, Doug, Andrew, Miki, and 
Waka for being great team players and new friends.  I would also 
like to thank Mari, our translator for making communication not only 
easier, but also possible!  I’d like to thank Chris, our chaperone for 
taking care of us and watching over us, and my parents for allowing 
me to go on this trip!  Thank you, Mom and Dad, for being 
supportive of my dreams and for coming with me to a new place.  
And a final thanks to the World Children’s Baseball Foundation for 
making events like this possible.         You Rock W.C.B.F.! 
 

Chris Duty, chaperone, Clayton, NC 
I have been fortunate enough to attend 
the last two WCBF events as the North 
American chaperone.  After last year’s 
successful event in Taiwan, I was very 
grateful to have another opportunity to 
attend this year’s WCBF in Mie, 
Japan.  I must say that this experience 
was even better than last year’s, which 
is something I thought would be 
impossible.  The event in Mie was 
wonderfully run by the staff with the 
WCBF.  The lodging location was fantastic and a perfect atmosphere 
for the kids to interact.  The baseball facilities were nicely 
maintained and worked perfect for the activities administered by the 
coaching staff.  The coaches were really great with the kids and all 
seemed to have a great time too.  I thought the non-baseball activities 
that were planned by the WCBF were great.  Water activities are 
always a hit for the kids.  It seemed that all the kids this year had a 
great time in everything that we did, which is a great indicator of a 
great event.  The 5 kids from the US are still talking about their 
experiences, so needless to say, this event made a lasting impression 
in their lives which they will remember forever.  I am so thankful 
and honored to be associated with the WCBF.   I believe in what the 
WCBF stands for and hope that the event continues for many year to 
come.  I hope 
that the WCBF 
will consider me 
for chaperoning 
or a coaching 
opportunity if 
available for the 
2013 WCBF.     
     Thank you to 
you, Akiko and 
Yuki for all that 
you do.  Great 
Job this year!! 
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For information, contact:  
World Children’s Baseball Fair 
3127 Nichols Cyn Rd  
Los Angeles CA 90046 
323-969-9410  
wcbfna@aol.com  
www.wcbf.org 

Please support 
WCBF by joining 
the Diamond Club! 
 
For Membership 
and Renewal: 
www.wcbf.org 


